
   
 

   
 

Using API to download data in QGIS 
 

• Open QGIS and click ‘new empty project’ on the right side of the flash page 

 

 

• On left side of screen, scroll down the browser and find ‘ArcGIS REST Servers’ 

 

 

• Right click on ‘ArcGIS REST Servers’ and select ‘New connection…’ 

 



   
 

   
 

 

• Paste the API you want to use in the ‘URL’ box and choose a name for it in the 
‘Name’ box then left click ‘OK’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

 

• Expand the dropdown menu under ‘ArcGIS REST Servers’ in the browser menu on 
the left for the item you have added. 

• Expand the layer you are interested in exporting, then left click on the raster layer 
(grey blob symbol) and left click ‘Export Layer’ then ‘To File…’ bringing up the 
‘Save vector layer as’ panel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

• A menu will then appear where you can choose the export format for your item

 

 

• To export the file to the location of your choice, left click on the ‘…’ symbol to the 
right of the ‘File Name’ row. This will then let you manually choose a folder 
location and file name. Left click ‘OK’ to confirm name and location 
 

• Left click ‘Ok’ again to export the file 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

Using API to download data in ArcGIS  
 

• You may need to zoom in to pictures while using this guide 
• Follow this link which will take you to the ArcGIS REST Services Directory for the 

data layer of interest (see image below) 

 

 

 

https://giserver.cefas.co.uk/devserver/rest/services/Seascape_sop_dashboard/SOP_Local_Area/MapServer


   
 

   
 

• To the right of “View In:” click on ‘ArcGIS Pro’. This will then download a .pitemx 
file (see image below). Click ‘Open’ and it will load the layers from the API into 
ArcGIS Pro. 

 

 

 

• ArcGIS Pro will say it is ‘Adding 
data’, when complete you will see 

the ‘Seascape_sop_dashboard/SOP_Local_area’ layer. 
• Expand the layer to see all the contents. Activate the sublayer of interest by 

clicking the empty box to the left of it, ensuring all levels above in the tree are 
also turned on. This will make the layer appear on the map. 

 

• Only one sublayer can be exported at a time 
• Once you’ve selected the layer of interest, right click on it and select 'Attribute 

Table' which will appear at the bottom of the screen. Once this is loaded, click 
the “Burger” icon on the right (see image below) 



   
 

   
 

 

• Once you click on the “Burger” icon it will show a drop-down menu, select 
‘Export’ at the bottom of the menu (see below image) 

 

 

• Upon clicking export you will be asked for the ‘Input Table’ that you wish to 
export, and the ‘Output table’ which is the file you wish to create. Select the 
folder icon to the right of ‘Output table’ to choose a folder location and file name 
for your export 

• Put the file extension you want at the end of the name e.g. ‘.csv’  
• Click ‘save’ and then click ‘OK’ on the export table menu (see image below) 



   
 

   
 

 

 

 

• The data will be 
exported to your area of 
choice. Open the file in your 
chosen software 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


